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“Divide the time which you can devote to the study of the Torah into three portions. One third devote to
the Written Law. Learn from the Torah the origin and mission of your people, and the utterances of God
which reveal to you how to fulfill this mission. Learn from the Prophets to know your people as the

bearers of this law, in the fight against the deification of wealth and enjoyment and the evil example of

the nations; learn to know your own destiny as the outcome of this struggle, and let your own spirit take

fire from the spirit of the Prophets. Learn to contemplate, to understand and to love the lofty mission of

your people and its age-long record of scorn and sorrow, learn to recognize its grandeur in its

degradation. And in order to support yourself spiritually and to guide your steps in your own passage
through life, attune yourself to the sweet harp-notes and the words of wisdom of the noble writers in
the Kethuvim, drawn from the fountain of their own life-experience.” (Horeb £#494)

“thoughts are aroused by quoting verses from NN (the national task), 0'aInd (the realization of this
duty, in individual life, and the general destiny of mankind that is perceived by the individual through
this realization), and n'X"1 (the realization of Torah in national life, revealed by God for the same

purpose).” (Horeb £656)

How do we get to the topic?
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The Midrash Says p. 182-183:

“Although the Bnai Yisrael had requested to see Hashem’s Glory and to hear His Voice, their
souls departed from their bodies when they actually experienced the Revelation...

“The Bnai Yisrael did not experience the full impact of the Divine Voice. Rather, each individual
perceived it according to his unique capacity to experience the shechina. Nevertheless, they passed out
after each Commandment since this level of prophecy actually exceeded their powers of perception.

One who perceives concepts that transcend his comprehension is harmed and may even perish
as a result.

Four people delved into the deep secret meanings of Torah:

Ben Azai, after gazing at the shechina, died.

Ben Zoma became insane.

Elisha ben Avuya became an apikoras. He was then called “Achair.”

R’ Akiva emerged unscathed. When he arrived at the point which marked the limit of his
comprehension, he restrained himself and did not gaze beyond it.

The Torah itself pleaded with Hashem to restore life to the Bnai Yisrael, arguing, “How can the
universe be happy at receiving the Torah if your sons die in the process? Is it a cause for rejoicing if the
king who married off his daughter at the same time kills all the members of his household?”

Hashem then sprinkled the Dew of Revival upon the Bnai Yisrael. This was the very Dew with
which He will resurrect the dead in future times... After the first two Commandments, the Bnai Yisrael
were so frightened that they begged Moshe to transmit the rest of the Commandments rather than hear
Hashem’s voice again.

Although Hashem had known in advance that the Bnai Yisrael would not be able to survive
hearing His Voice, He nevertheless granted their original request to hear Him. He did not want K’/a/




Yisrael to claim in the future, “If only He had granted us a direct Revelation, we would never have served
idols!”

Let My Nation Serve Me, p.222-225:

“The Jewish people had clamored for the singular priviledge of seeing the Shechinah and hearing
the Commandments directly from Hashem. But the experience was far more frightening than they had
anticipated. The sight of the blazing fires, the wail of the shofar and the terrifying sound of the First
Commandment spoken by the Divine voice were too overwhelming to endure. The people were gripped
by a mighy fear. Their bodies and souls trembled with awe and dread.

Many people regretted their desire to experience the Shechinah directly. The weaker ones
fainted, and the weakest of all, unable to endure the visions and the sounds, simply expired. The
stronger ones retreated warily...

The angels Michael and Gavriel revived the ones who had expired and fainted...

After the Second Commandment, it started all over again. Most of the people shuddered and
fainted away. The dread was unbearable. Some of them expired from fear. Others expired from love and
yearning; the revelation was like a magnet drawing their souls from their bodies and pulling them to
approach and cling to their Heavenly Source.

The Torah came to advocate on behalf of the Jewish people... What will happen to me now if the
Jews will die?

The angels created from the words of the Commandments came to advocate on behalf of the
Jewish people... Are you sending us to dead people?

Hashem took mercy on the Jewish people and softened the Divine utterences so that the people
should be able to tolerate them and taste the sweetness of the Torah they were hearing. He also
surrounded them with fragrant spices, perfumes and incense to revive them. A cool light dew came
down and bathed the feverish bodies of the people who had fainted from the heat of the day and the
blaze of the fire on the mountaintop. For many of the people who had fainted, the life-giving words of
the Torah itself revived them...

The Jewish people were so overwhelmed by the awesome experience of hearing Hashem’s voice
that their souls left their bodies and they fainted. But, when Hashem responded with kindness, mercy
and love, they were revived.”
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26-27. o nm ... o oKa &S 3 125 agn
py* — And his heart fainted, for he believed
them not ... The spirit of Jacob revived.
Careful examination of these two verses reveal
what brings the Sforno to his unique interpre-
tation. Jacob did not believe his sons, yet he
fainted. After they convinced him, he revived.
In the middle of these expressions — he ‘didn’t
believe’ and his spirit revived’ — the brothers
told their father all the words of Joseph. The
Sforno feels that the sequence here is all
important and occurred for Jacob’s physical
welfare. Extreme happiness and joy can be
harmful, especially when one is taken un-
aware. To mingle concern with great simchah
is beneficial, and to precede the inevitable
acceleration of the heart with deceleration is
prophylactic. Hence his fainting first pre-
vented the shock of joy from harming him,
and the information of five years more of
famine tempered the intensity of the joy as
well.
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1391 / HABAKKUK  1:1-2:8 " LATER PROPHETS
1 : The prophecy that Habakkuk the prophet saw:*
Why do you 2 How long, O HasHem, will | cry out and You not hear me; [how long] will

distort 1 ery out to You fregarding] injustice and You not save? * Why do You allow me

Justice? see iniquity and You look at evil deeds, with robbery and injustice before me,

while the one who carries strife and contention still remains? * That is why the

Torah is weakened and justice never emerges. Since the wicked surround the
righteous, therefore justice emerges distorted.
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Why does it matter how to explain 29"?
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Akeidas Yitzchak

Shemoneh Esrei: “The second blessing is dedicated to his son Isaac who provided a glimpse of the final

resurrection at the Akeidah. Although he was never actually sacrificed, tradition teaches that Isaac’s soul
left his body for a brief instant and ascended to celestial heights, and then God returned it to revive his
momentarily lifeless flesh.” (p. 68)
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(Big Problem)

17-24, Elijah resuscitates the child. When He created the
world, God assigned contrel of meost natural phenomena to
various forces, which we call the laws of nature, Three
“keys." however, He kept for Himself: the keys of child-
birth, rain, and resurrection. When Elijah swore that there
would be no rain except by his word, God entrusted him
with the key to rain. In his zeal to force the nation to repent.
Elijah did not call for rain despite the increasing suffering of
the people. Seeing that Elijah was not relenting, God de-
vised a plan to take back control over rain. The son of
Elijah's hostess became ill and died, and Elijah wanted to
resuscitate him, but to do so he needed the ""key." i.e., the
ability to bring the child back to life. God would give him
this ability for the moment. but He said that if Elijah was
briefly given the key to life, the Master would be left with
only the key of childbirth while Elijah the disciple would
have the keys of both rain and life — clearly an unseemly
situation. So God took back the key of rain, and in short
order commanded Elijah to go to Ahab and end the drought
(Sanhedrin 113a).
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(Rubin Edition, p. 173):
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22. This miracle was unprecedented, for it had never before
happened that a dead person should come alive. If so, how did
Elijah know he could request such a thing? He derived it from
Moses' prayer when he faced the rebellion of Korah and his
cohorts {Numibers Ch. 16-17). In order to prove his veracity,
Moses asked God to do something that had never before ex-
isted, and Korah's congregation was swallowed up by the
earth. Knowing that Ged's trait of kindness is five hundred
times greater than His trait of retsibution ( Tosefta Sotah 3:4),
Elijah felt justified in asking for life {f{o! Simchah).
23. 702 m w1 — “See, your son is alive.” Righteous people
try to conceal their miracles. Elijah did not say that he had
restored the child; he merely said that her son was alive, as if
to imply that he had never died (Chomas Anach).

The plain sense of the phrase lends support to the view cited
above that the child was near death, but had not yet died.
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“The introduction of the X" is actually a description of nar'. His nnwa was taken prior to his
accomplishing his task. His (w91) nnwa was restored for a second life, and he went on to live a long life
as a X1, serving and learning under IN*7X and then yw'aR.” (Sicklick, naI' — X"2an win'o)

Journey of the Soul:

“Just as Jonah initially failed to carry out his mission and consequently endangered his life, so too, the
neshamah initially fails in its mission to rectify the world and consequently brings great harm upon itself
in the process. And although Jonah was granted a second chance to complete his mission, he was very
distressed by what he perceived as his bad fortune.” (p.7)
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“Her son was the prophet Habakkuk, from the word nyzan, embrace (Zohar).” (Rubin Edition, p. 259)
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(Rubin Edition, p. 333):

nM YEhOR ninyya wrn yan 9 — The man’s body rolled
over and touched the bones of Elisha, and {the manj came
back to life. As noted above, Elijah had promised Elisha a
double portion of holiness, and for that reason Elisha was
able to perform twice as many miracles as his mentor. This
posthumous miracle was part of that phenomenon. Elijah
had restored one person to life ({ Kings 17:19). Elisha had
brought a child back to life (4:33f), and now this person,
too, was restored (Sanhedrin 47a).

Who was this person? The Talmud (ibid.) states that he
was an evildoer. Rashi comments that he was the false
prophet who misled the prophet Iddo (f Kings 13:11-13).
The Talmud infers that he only stood up on his feet. but did
not remain alive. He stood up and left Elisha's crypt, and
then died. If so, he was brought back to life so that a wicked
person should not be buried with the righteous prophet.
From this the Talmud derived that the righteous should not
be buried in proximity to the wicked,

Alternatively, Pirkel d'R’" Eliezer (Ch.33) comments that
the person was Shalom ben Tikvah (22:14}, a great tzaddik
who was renowned for his kindness and charity and who was
mourned and escorted to his burial by multitudes of people.
So great was he that his wife, Huldah, became a prophetess
in his merit. When his bedy touched the bones of Elisha, he
was revived and went back to his family, and had a son,
Hanamel ben Shalom. a cousin of Jeremiah (see Jeremiah
32:7).
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Artscroll Yechezkel p. 562-563:

Yechezkel is led into a valley where, by means of Divine prophecy, he is to bring
life to a multitude of dried out human bones which are scattered there.

Sanhedrin 92b quotes R’ Yehudah that the entire account is a parable (i1 Syn),
and there was no actual resurrection. However, the general thrust of the Talmud in
Sanhedrin, and that of most Midrashic allusions to the incident is in accord with the
opinion of R’ Elazar (there) that our chapter describes an actual event. Both opin-
ions are referred to in the commentary.

Rambam in Moreh Nevuchim 2:46 assumes the event to have been perceived in
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prophetic vision rather than to have occurred physically. This is in line with his
opinion concerning other symbolic actions recounted in our Book. (See comm. to
2:8; 5:1-4; footnote 4:4.)

the promise of a reunited nation, encompassing all of its twelve tribes, welcoming
God'’s eternal Presence into its midst under the benign rulership of one Davidic king
(vs. 15-28). Surely then, the vision of the dried bones should be interpreted within
this context.

Indeed, could we have conceived of a Messianic era if the lessons of our chapter
had not been firmly planted in Israel’s consciousness? Is it not true that by any
measure of the laws of history, millenia of harsh and hopeless exile should have ex-
tinguished any spark of hope from Israel’s breast? If today, in defiance of any logic,
Israel’s ears are attuned to. the KPwn xnapy, the Messianic footfalls, gs they
become audible upon the stage of history, it is because Yechezkel taught that no

of the dead, which is the thirteenth of Rambam’s Thirteen Principles of Faith. (See
Rambam to Mishnah Sanhedrin 10:1). Radak explains that with the prospect of a
seemingly endless exile before them, it was likely that those people who were
destined to die on foreign ground would feel eternally excluded from sharing in the
experience of Israel’s ultimate salvation. Yechezkel demonstrated to them
graphically that they were not lost to their people. The time will come when they
will rise from their graves.

According to Megillah 31a, our passage is read as the Haftarah on the Sabbath o f
Chol HaMoed Pesach. Rashj explains why (according to one opinion — see comm.,
v. 1). The dried bones belonged to the Ephraimites who anticipated the Exodus by
thirty years and were killed in the wilderness. The passage is therefore topical on

However, Nimukei Yosef to Megillah guotes R’ Haj Gaon, that the practice is
based on a tradition that o'npn nnn, the resurrection of the dead, will take place in
the month of Nissan.

If, however, the point of the prophecy was to encourage a belief in an ultimate
redemption in spite of the seemingly endless exile (see above), the prophecy would
certainly be apt for Pesach, the festival of redemption (Kuzari).
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The Sages have a different traglytrijon. [See
Targum and Yalkut Shimon; here, and
Targum Yonason to Exodus 13:17. All
these are based on Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer
48.] At some point during the Egyptian
exile, Genon, an Ephraimite, claimed that
he had been sent by God to take the Jews

Artscroll Divrei Hayamim 1

p.411-414:

out of Egypt. His tribesmen, who because
they knew themselves to be of royal blood
[they were destined to rule over the
Northern Kingdom (Radal, comm. to Pirkei
d’Rabbi Eliezer)] particularly chafed under
Egyptian domination, followed him. Two
hundred thousand of their number, relying
on their military might (see Psalms 78:9),
managed to escape from mighty Egypt,
from which previously no slave had ever
escaped. They thus anticipated the
redemption by thirty years (see Rashi,
Sanhedrin  92b and Ramban, Exodus
12:42). In doing so, they contravened the
oath which Joseph's brothers had sworn to
him (see Mechilta to Beshalach) that they
would not attempt to leave Egypt before
God would redeem them. When they did
battle with the Philistines on their way into
Israel they were defeated and a terrible
slaughter took place. [See Section Two, p.
411]

There is one opinion among the Sages
that it was this debacle which caused God
not to take Israel up to the Promised Land
by the shortest and most direct route when
He brought them out of Egypt. This route
would have taken them through Philistia
(Exodus 13:17), where the sight of the
bones of their defeated brothers would
have weakened their resolve and might
have caused them to want to return to
Egypt (Shemos Rabbah 20:10).

«§ The Sons of Ephraim
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[20-21) And the sons of Ephraim ... But the men of Gath ... killed
them as they came down ...

In the commentary we have seen the tradition of the Sages that these verses
refer to the Ephraimites who anticipated the redemption. This episode is
remarkable for the paucity of material available. The story itself is repeated, with
minor variations, in many midrashic sources but the classical commentators do

not seem to address it directly.

To better understand this almost unknown chapter of Jewish history, we must
first ascertain how the Sages viewed Ephraim’s place among the tribes of Israel.
In Vayikra Rabbah 2:3 we learn that prior to his death Jacob told Ephraim that
he was to be owawn WK, foremost among the tribes, and naw1 WA, head of
the Yeshivah. Moreover, he told him that the best and most exalted people of
Israel [examples are, Samuel; Jesse, father of David, and Elimelech and his sons]
would be called by his name. [All these people are described as 'nox, Ephrathi,
which seems to have the literal meaning, an officer, a man of importance (see
Aruch HaShalem under 'n79x), but which the Midrash interprets as, one who is
worthy to bear the name Ephraim.) Ephraim, then, is seen as a central figure

among the twelve tribes.

It would seem that Ephraim’s centrality derives from the fact that he was the
more important of the two sons of Joseph who, in turn, was that son among the
twelve in whom Jacob himself was most clearly alive. This thought is expressed
by Bereishis Rabbah 84:6 which takes note of the unexpected formulation in the
verse, N0 2Py Mi9N 119K, These are the generations of Jacob — Joseph ...
(Genesis 37:2). This formulation implies to the Midrash that the ni1%n, the
details of Jacob’s life (see Genesis 2:4), were all reflected in Joseph. Indeed, the
Midrash lists numerous examples of occurrences in Joseph's life which paralleled

Jacob’s experiences.

Thus, Joseph can be said to have been the ‘Jacob’ of his generation. And as the
primary spiritual heir of Joseph, Ephraim can be said to have been the ‘Jacob’ of

his generation.

This assessment underlies Maharal’s explanation of why it was just Ephraim

[411]) I Chronicles
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among all the tribes who anticipated the redemption. In his Chidushei Aggadah,
Sanhedrin 92b, he states: ‘... For Jacob revealed the [secret of] the time of the
redemption (ypi 7on) to Joseph, and Joseph [in turn] revealed it to Ephraim who
was the main one of his children.®! Jacob wished to reveal the [secret] time of the
redemption for there was none among the Patriarchs as involved with [the idea)
of redemption as Jacob (see Netzach Yisrael 44); and after him, Joseph, as it is
written: And these are the generations of Jacob — Joseph. And the main one
among Joseph’s descendants was Ephraim. For this reason the children of
Ephraim were more involved in the redemption (ypi7 X 0%211p) than any of the
other tribes.’

The following picture emerges. As the Sages teach, Israel's suffering in Egypt
began only after Jacob’s death. Even then it did not really intensify until the last
of the twelve sons had died. As Maharal (Gevuros Hashem chs. 9 and 12)
understands this, the explanation is that Jacob himself existed at such an exalted
level of holiness that it was impossible for the Egyptians to subjugate him in any
way. Even his twelve sons were sufficiently removed from the possibility of
Egyptian dominance that the real servitude could begin only after their deaths.

Jacob, then, could not be subjugated in any way by Egypt. The idea of
redemption was vested in him. He passed it on to Joseph, his spiritual successor
in the next generation, who in turn passed it on to Ephraim, the ‘Jacob’ among
Jacob’s grandsons.

Thus, Ephraim also could not be restrained by Egypt, and his descendants
were powerful enough to escape from Egypt by the might of the sword. This,
although according to the tradition of the Sages Egypt’s boundaries were so well
guarded that no slave had ever before escaped.

This is perhaps what the Sages meant when they say that the Ephraimites
chafed particularly under the yoke of bondage because they were of royal blood.
In the comm. we interpreted this to mean that they were destined to rule over the
Northern Kingdom because that is how Radal in his comm. to Pirkei d’Rabbi
Eliezer explains it. In light of the above, however, another explanation is
possible. Maharal (Gevuros HaShem 11) explains why Divine Providence
decreed that Joseph was made ruler over Egypt. It was fitting that Joseph — the
absolute master of his physical passions as he had demonstrated when he
spurned the blandishments of Potiphar’s wife — should rule over the Egyptians
who, as the Sages explain in numerous places, were the most crassly physical of
all the nations.

It will be recalled that Joseph found it in himself to withstand the advances of
Potiphar’s wife because at the moment of greatest stress a picture of his father
Jacob rose up in his mind (Sotah 36b). This can mean nothing else but that
Joseph recognized the ‘Jacob’ within himself. That sanctity which had lifted his
father beyond any physical temptations found an echo within his own soul and
enabled him to become absolute master over himself.

Thus it was that Joseph ruled as the "Jacob’ of his generation and it is in that
context that Ephraim is described as being “of royal blood’. His father had been
king over Egypt because of his spiritual ascendancy over them. How, then, could
the son, possessed of that same sanctity, be held by Egyptian shackles?

1. I have not been able to find the source for Maharal’s assertion that Jacob passed the secret of the
Y. the time of the redemption, to Joseph and that he, in turn, passed it on to Ephraim. But see Baal
HaTurim to Genesis 50:25.
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This must be the meaning of the Sages when they teach us that the
Ephraimites trusted their own strength. In the study of Chronicles we learn
repeatedly that in the thought-world of Scripture, military valor and prowess go
hand in hand with spiritual grandeur [see p. 417ff]. The Ephraimites were great
warriors because they were direct heirs to the heritage of sanctity which from
Jacob onwards defined the essence of the Jewish people.

As quoted in the commentary, Shemos Rabbah (20:10) explains that when
God finally took Israel out of Egypt, He took them the long way around instead
of leading them straight through Philistia so that they not come across the bones
of the Ephraimites who had fallen in their battle with the men of Gath.

The Midrash illustrates this with a parable. A king had taken a wife and set
out to bring her to his capital. He placed her in a chariot and embarked on the
journey. Just before entering the city she died and was buried by the king by the
wayside. Some time later, the king married her sister but rather than have her
pass her sister’'s grave he made sure to bring her to his capital by a different
route.

Tiferes Tzion notes that the first wife was placed in a chariot. It seems that
even the Ephraimites were granted Divine protection as they left Egypt. They
were indeed ‘men of redemption” whom Egypt could not hold and who merited
God’s protection when they left the land of bondage. They came to grief only
when they sought to enter the Promised Land. This they were prevented from
doing since the time that God had ordained for that had not yet arrived.

How, then, did the Ephraimites sin? God had told Abraham that Israel was to
be in Egyptian exile for four hundred years. In the tradition of the Sages those
four hundred years were to be counted from the birth of Isaac which was to take
place thirty years after God’s revelation to Abraham. The Ephraimites rebelled
against that tradition, ignored the oath that Joseph had imposed upon the
brothers not to anticipate the redemption, and decided that the count should
begin from the moment of the revelation — that is, thirty years before the right
date (Sanhedrin 92b). This rebellion against the oral tradition carried by the
elders of their generation could not go unpunished, and they were killed before
they were able to enter the Land of Israel.

They sinned in their practical application of the halachah and were punished,
but the inner compulsion which made them unable to tolerate Egyptian servitude
touched upon the very essence of Jewish being. Exodus 13:17 reads: om x>
o'RWYs IR 777 019K, God did not lead them by way of Philistia. But the Sages
read On) as deriving from om, to comfort, and interpret 019K oMy X7, God could
find no comfort (so to speak), and read it as referring to the holocaust that
devoured the Ephraimites. ‘It is comparable to a king who was marrying off a
son when one of his other sons died. He said "'I cannot be happy because of the
son who died but I cannot mourn because of my son who is marrying.”” What did
he do? He waved one hand in joy and the other one in sorrow’ (Midrash Avkir
brought in Torah Sheleimah, Exodus 13:17).

And when God will finally, in the end of days, avenge the horrors which Israel
had to suffer during its exile (see Isaiah ch. 62), His clothes will be drenched in
blood. As Shemos Rabbah 2:10 teaches, that blood will be the blood of the
Ephraimites who were slain so early in Israel’s history. God will say: ‘I can find
no comfort until I have avenged the death of the Ephraimites.’

Thus, as the Sages teach it, we have a two-sided picture of the Ephraimites. In
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their motivation they touched the very essence of Israel's sanctity, but came to
grief when their actions clashed with the halachah.

Can we possibly explain why the incident, concerning which the Torah was
silent, is hinted at in the book of Chronicles?

We may surmise as follows. Ephraim was not just one of the twelve tribes, but,
as we saw from Vayikra Rabbah, the 'head of the tribes.” Countless times
throughout Scripture, all of Israel is called Ephraim and that too was part of
Jacob’s blessing to Joseph (see Torah Sheleimah to Genesis 48:16).

From Rambam, Melachim 11:1 it appears that not only is the belief in the
Messiah and the ultimate redemption an integral part of the Jewish experience,
but so too is the longing and expectation of those times. ‘... And all who do not
believe in him [the coming of the Messiah] or who do not long for his coming ...
deny ... the very Torah which Moses gave us ...’

The story of the Ephraimites’ aborted attempt has no place in Exodus which is,
after all, the story of Israel’s actual redemption from Egypt. But Chronicles,
which places the Jewish experience in the context of world history, taking it from
creation up to the intimation of a final redemption (see Overviews) must make
room for this episode which helps to define the essence of Israel as the people
who carry the consciousness of yp, redemption, in the very fiber of their being.

Daf Yomi Advancement Forum / Kollel lyun Hadaf:

THE CHILDREN OF EFRAIM WHO LEFT EGYPT TOO EARLY

QUESTION: The Gemara says that Bnei Efraim left Mitzrayim thirty years before the destined
time in their impatience to end the slavery. Consequently, they were decimated by the Plishtim.
The Midrash (Shemos Rabah 20:11) explains that they calculated the 400 years of slavery from
the Bris Bein ha'Besarim rather than from the birth of Yitzchak, and that is why they thought that
the slavery ended thirty years before it actually ended.

Why specifically did Bnei Efraim, the grandchildren of Yosef, make this tragic error?

ANSWER: RAV YAKOV KAMINETZKY zt'l (in Emes I'Yakov, Bereishis 41:51, 48:5, and
Shemos 13:17) provides enlightening insights on this subject. He explains that it is easy to
understand why it was the children of Yosef, more than the other Shevatim, who were impatient
to leave Mitzrayim. It was their father, Yosef, who built up the nation of Mitzrayim and made it
the wealthiest nation in the world. Now, a new king rose to power who not only did not repay or
show gratitude to Yosef's family, but he spread rumors that "these unwanted foreigners are the
source of all of our troubles.” He made the people think that "this Jewish king paid off the
royalty to give him an important position, and then brought his entire family to the land. They
hate us and cannot wait to seize the opportunity to conquer us.” No one could be so patient as to
endure such a lack of gratitude and not let it affect him.

Moreover, the children of Yosef had weaker Emunah because they were born in Mitzrayim, the
land of Tum'ah, and therefore they were more vulnerable to making a mistake and trying to get
out too soon. That is why Yakov Avinu gave the children of Yosef a special blessing, in addition
to the blessing that all of the Shevatim received. He saw that they needed extra help from Hash-
m to succeed in persevering in Mitzrayim.

This is why they counted the 400 years of slavery from the time of the Bris Bein ha'Besarim. At
the Bris Ben ha'Besarim, Hash-m gave Eretz Yisrael to Avraham, and, nevertheless, in the eyes




of those living there he was just a visitor, a foreigner. The children of Yosef, more than any of
the other tribes, could identify with the feeling of distress of a person who knows that he is a
fully-privileged citizen and yet is treated like a foreigner.

Why, though, was it specifically the children of Efraim who stumbled and not the children of
Menasheh?

Rav Yakov explains that Efraim was born later. By the time he was born, the culture of
Mitzrayim had already had more of an impact on Yosef's life than when Menasheh was born.
This is reflected in their names. Menasheh's name was given to him as an expression of gratitude
to Hash-m for ending Yosef's suffering -- the removal of adverse circumstances. Efraim’'s name
was given as an expression of gratitude to Hash-m for causing Yosef to multiply and succeed in
the land (Bereishis 42:51-52) -- the presence of favorable circumstances. He already was
accepting the positive aspects of being in Mitzrayim, and not just focusing on the fact that he was
no longer suffering. The Egyptian influence is also evident in the phonemic composition of the
name Efraim, as Egyptian names give emphasis to the letters "Peh™ and "Reish," as in the names
Shifra, Pu'ah, Pharaoh, Tzafnas Pane'ach, and Potifar.

Rav Yakov suggests that this is why Yakov Avinu "adopted™ Efraim as his student. Menasheh
was on more firm footing, which is why he was more comfortable with Lashon ha'Kodesh, as
Rashi writes (Bereishis 42:23) that he was the interpreter between Yosef and his brothers.
Efraim, on the other hand, was raised with more of the Egyptian culture and he did not speak
Lashon ha'Kodesh as fluently as Menasheh did. Yakov Avinu, therefore, tried to influence him
and teach him so that he would grow in the ways of his fathers. Yakov's worries came to fruition
when Efraim’s children attempted to leave Mitzrayim before the destined time.

Who led them? TR\
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“At the same time, those very verses also reinforce in general the principle that the dead will indeed

once again come to life when the ultimate techiyat ha-meitim will take place in the future, as alluded to

above.”
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From Within the Tent: The Haftarot:
Haftarat Shabbat Chol Ha-Mo'ed Pesach

other of those two spies — who is later named as the worthy successor
to Moshe Rabbeinu, at which time Yehoshua is described as a man in
whom there is ruach (Bemidbar 27:18); Seforno (ibid,, s.v. ish) explains
this ruach as a readiness to be enlightened with the wisdom of Hashem.
And, it is the ruach which we are told will rest upon the Mashiach, a
ruach representing wisdom and understanding, counsel and strength,
knowledge and fear of Hashem (Yeshayahu 11:2).

The essence of this ruach is a special connection to the Divine, a
bond with Hashem; this is the second ruach which Yechezkel says will be
infused into the dry bones, thus enabling them to grow, live, and flour-
ish not only physically, but also spiritually. Characterized by a strong
relationship and even a sense of intimacy with Hashem, this ruach is
achieved by means of a commitment to, and a deep understanding of,
His revealed word — the Torah — and is thus a second blessing bestowed
on the dry bones. On the national level, this represents the idea that the
revived Jewish nation will be elevated to a unique spiritual plane, and
will endure only because of this elevation. It is only with Torah, the
soul of the nation, that the Jews will be a distinct people and will not
disappear from the historical scene as nations eventually do. This ruach
is thus specifically associated with the verse expressing knowledge of
Hashem - “viydatem ki ani Hashem” — “and you shall know that I am
Hashem” (Yechezkel 37:6) — for that is what this ruach eventually leads to.
It is noteworthy that this same phrase appears again at the conclusion
of this prophecy (ibid., v. 13), perhaps to indicate that this knowledge
of Hashem is the ultimate goal of the revival of these dry bones and all
it symbolizes. It is also important to stress that when Yechezkel actu-
ally prophesied in order to bring the bones to life, a second, separate
prophecy was needed to provide them with the needed ruach (ibid., vv.
9-10). According to the Malbim (on v. 9, s.v. va-yomer; see also Abarbanel
on v. 8), this is because only Hashern Himself has the power to bestow
this ruach — no human being, even with Divine inspiration and assis-
tance, can create this ruach. It is logical to suggest that the inability of
man to provide ruach would especially apply to this second category of
ruach. The ability to achieve the knowledge of Hashem spoken about by
Yechezkel is a special gift from Hashem (similar, perhaps, to that which
the Rambam writes about the spirit of prophecy, also a form of ruach,

678

cup, though it need not be drunk. This cup is commonly referred to as
the cup of Eliyahu Ha-Navi, as it calls attention to our belief that just as
Hashem redeemed us from Egypt in the past, He will send Eliyahu to
announce our redemption in the future. While most early authorities
connect that fifth cup to another word expressing redemption in verse
8 there,' the Netziv, in his Haamek Davar to Shemot (6:7, s. viyda-
tem), asserts that this fifth cup actually corresponds to the fifth expres-
sion in those verses, namely, viydatem. Because, however, not everyone
is at that level of knowledge of Hashem, it is not mandatory to drink
that fifth cup of wine. Perhaps this is another reason for identifying
that cup with Eliyahu Ha-Navi. The Rambam (Hilkhot Melakhim 12:s),
citing a verse which speaks of the land being filled in the future with
knowledge of Hashem (Yeshayahu 11:9), declares that in the Messianic
Era, heralded by Eliyahu, everyone will be very wise, will understand
even the most difficult of concepts, and will indeed perceive Hashem
on the highest possible level. That will be the fulfillment of the “viyda-
tem ki ani Hashem” told to Moshe about the birth of the Jewish nation
in Egypt, and to Yechezkel about the future revival of the nation, both
appropriately highlighted on Pesach.

Rabbi Michael Taubes

which is not automatically granted to those who seek it; see Hilkhot
Yesodei Ha-Torah 7:4-5). But Yechezkel teaches us that this ruach, and
the resulting knowledge of Hashem, will indeed be bestowed by Him
upon the revived Jewish nation in the future.

In light of this understanding of Yechezkel's message, we may
posit another reason for reading this passage specifically on Pesach, for
although this holiday celebrates the emancipation of the Jewish people
from the slavery of Egypt, the ultimate goal of that freedom was to
enable them to ultimately bond with Hashem and receive the Torah at Mt.
Sinai. Indeed, Moshe was told right at the outset, when first addressed
by Hashem at the burning bush, that when he takes the people out of
Egypt, they will serve Him on this mountain (Shemot 3:12). In other
words, they will all experience the revelation and acquire first-hand
knowledge of Hashem (see Rambam, Hilkhot Yesodei Ha-Torah 8:2),
which, as expressed definitively by the Sefer Ha-Chinukh (Mitzvah 306),
is the entire purpose of the Exodus. Perhaps for this very reason, the
exact same phrase which Hashem instructed Yechezkel to say to the dry
bones, namely, “viydatem ki ani Hashem” - “and you shall know that I
am Hashem,” as cited above, He told Moshe to tell the Jewish people
in Egypt (Shemot 6:7), thereby making clear what the true goal of their
redemption was. Bringing the newly formed Jewish people to the exalted
level of knowledge of Hashem was the purpose, then, of redeeming them
from Egypt. The prophecy that they will again attain that exalted level
in the future is the message of Yechezkel, and the two ideas are thus
closely linked. These words of Yechezkel are therefore most appropri-
ate for reading on Pesach, as they reinforce what we are really supposed
to be celebrating.

As an aside, it is interesting to note that the phrase “viydatem ki ani
Hashem” found in the context of the Exodus appears immediately after
the famous “four expressions of redemption” (Shemot 6:6-7), associated
with the four cups of wine at the Pesach Seder (see Pesachim 99b with
Rashi, sv. arba kosot and Rashbam, s.v. ve-lo yifchetu). Some authorities
speak of a fifth cup of wine at the Seder (see, for example, the position
cited, though rejected, by Tosafot to Pesachim 117b, sv. revi’iand Rif there,
26b in his pagination); the current practice, as presented by the Mish-
nah Berurah (Orach Chaim 480:10) and others, is indeed to pour a fifth
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Horeb £494:

“Learn from the Prophets to know your people as the bearers of this law, in the fight against the

deification of wealth and enjoyment and the evil example of the nations; learn to know your own

destiny as the outcome of this struggle, and let your own spirit take fire from the spirit of the Prophets.

Learn to contemplate, to understand and to love the lofty mission of your people and its age-long record

of scorn and sorrow, learn to recognize its grandeur in its degradation.”

09K °12 \ 77N 1NN
21w \ P1pan \ 730 \ 2pw

anon prepared all of them for a higher level of ' nyvT

Making the Most of Prayer:

Sefer Halkkarim points out that the revivification is called n'nn, which means that Hashem regenerates
something that already existed, as opposed to n1'¥' which would mean that Hashem creates the body
anew. In revivifying the body of a righteous person, Hashem is returning the spiritual soul into a body
that had already contained it the first time he lived. Obviously, the body is more ready to accept the
spirituality the second time, and if Hashem can place a soul into a body that never held a soul, He can
certainly return the soul into the body that once held it. Chazal expressed this idea in the statement, “If
what never happened can happen, certainly what has happened can happen.”

Based on Sefer Halkkarim’s words that Hashem will restore the soul of a righteous person into the same
body that once held it, the great Mekubal R’ Shimon Agasi points oy the wondrous n112a of Hashem
involved in this process:

Some bodies will have decomposed, others will have disintegrated into mere particles of dust and earth
blown away into the four corners of the earth. Some components of the body may be mixed with other
corpses, and others will have been eaten by animals. Despite all this, Hashem will gather each individual
speck of earth that was once part of a body and put them back together to form the same body.
Moreover, each particle will be in the exact same spot as it was previously. Earth that was once a
portion of the eye will once again form the eye, and so on.

“Take note of the great n1122 of Hashem,” continues R’ Shimon Agasi. “Who can count the thousands of
millions of people that will have existed from the times of Adam HaRishon until the time of revivification
of the dead? Taking it a step further, how many billions of millions of particles of earth made up those
people? Nevertheless, Hashem will take each individual particle and return it to the exact spot and
function in which it existed before, and recreate each part of the body to the exact size and shape that it
had in its earlier existence.
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“If a person thinks about the incredible wonders involved, he will immediately become imbued with awe
of our Great and Awesome King, Whose might and wisdom are infinite.

“The reason that we mention revivification of the dead in the berachah of gevuros,” concludes R’
Shimon Agasi, “is because it truly involves phenomenal power.” (p. 257-258)
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The goal of Creation is '71 1% *>\'7 n& any7™. Life/Living’s primary purpose is to reach this —

anyone who is deserving or capable, based on their decisions and developed convictions, will get

there, will get to the Top of the Mountain — or to the Revelation, like 1’0 972 770 10, to the

ultimate 77 DR 37

Chatzos - 12:51 am

Alos HaShachar - either 3:31am or (72 minutes before sunrise) 4:25 am
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